Wansbeck LDS and SBH 2011

Boating, Start and Race - Competitors Instructions

The Long Distance Sculls (LDS) and Small Boats Head (SBH) will both be run downstream over an approximate 3000m course. 

- Please consult the accompanying map of the course -

Because of the narrow river at the start area and to maximise the length of the course we will be boating quads and fours first, in reverse order. Therefore the last quad heading up the river will be boat number 1. We will start boating for the LDS at 9.30am for an 11am start. Boating in the SBH will commence at 12.30pm for a 2pm start.

We will then boat doubles, again in reverse order, followed by all singles in reverse order.

The start will be organised into three groups, all quads/fours - then all doubles - then all singles.

 All quads and fours should make their way up beyond the start into the marshalling area then turn in position, keeping to the north (Ashington / Park) bank. The doubles should proceed up past the start keeping to the south (Stakeford) bank when it is safe to do so but care must be taken as quads and fours will be turning in the river.

The singles should wait either opposite the park, or before the 'narrows' (where the gabions start again on both sides of the river), again keeping to the south, Stakeford Woods side. Due to the dimensions of this section of the river no boats should enter the narrows going upstream to the start while boats are racing downstream. Please wait to be told it is clear to proceed by a marshall.

Once all the quads/fours have set off and cleared the start the doubles can turn and line up on the  north bank and the singles can move up past the start into the marshalling area on the south bank. The doubles will be started once they are all lined up. The singles can then turn in place and will be started last.

The race will continue downstream through the central arch of the Stakeford road bridge. There are two passable arches on the rail bridge beyond the boatclub. Both are marked with white paint. Shallow areas of the river are marked on the map, notably before and after the boathouse pontoon, and around the rail bridge.

All boats should wait beyond the finish until all boats have completed the race. Do not progress further downstream as there may be unseen hazards below the water in this area.

Cambois Rowing Club.

